Choosing and Using Latinx Literature in
Elementary Classrooms: A Comprehensive
Guide for Educators

The United States is a diverse country, and our classrooms should reflect
that diversity. Latinx students make up a significant and growing
percentage of the student population, and it is important for educators to be
able to provide them with literature that they can identify with and learn

from.
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Latinx literature can help students to:

= See themselves reflected in the books they read
= Learn about different cultures and perspectives
= Develop empathy and understanding for others

= Build their reading and language skills
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However, choosing and using Latinx literature in elementary classrooms
can be challenging. Here are a few things to keep in mind:

1. Authenticity

When choosing Latinx literature for your classroom, it is important to make
sure that the books are authentic. This means that the books should be
written by Latinx authors and that they should accurately portray the Latinx
experience.

There are a number of ways to find authentic Latinx literature. You can ask
your students for recommendations, or you can consult with a librarian or
other expert. You can also look for books that have been awarded prizes or
that have been recommended by reputable organizations.

2. Representation

It is important to choose books that represent the diversity of the Latinx
community. This means including books that feature characters from
different backgrounds, cultures, and experiences.

You should also make sure that the books you choose portray Latinx
characters in a positive and empowering way. Avoid books that stereotype
or marginalize Latinx people.

3. Age appropriateness

When choosing Latinx literature for your classroom, it is important to
consider the age of your students. Some books may be too complex for



younger students, while others may not be engaging enough for older
students.

You should also consider the maturity level of your students. Some books
may deal with sensitive topics, such as immigration or racism. It is
important to make sure that your students are ready to handle these topics
before you introduce them to these books.

4. Lesson plans

Once you have chosen some Latinx literature for your classroom, it is
important to develop lesson plans that will help your students to get the
most out of the books.

Your lesson plans should include activities that will help students to:

= Understand the book's main themes and ideas

= Analyze the book's characters and setting

= Make connections between the book and their own lives
= Develop their reading and language skills

You can find lesson plans for Latinx literature online or in teacher resource
books.

5. Assessment

It is important to assess your students' understanding of the books they
read. This will help you to determine whether your students are meeting the
learning objectives you have set for them.



You can assess your students' understanding through a variety of methods,
such as:

= Class discussions

= Book reports

= Essays

= Projects
Choosing and using Latinx literature in elementary classrooms can be a
rewarding experience for both teachers and students. By following the tips
in this article, you can help your students to develop a love of reading and

learning, while also helping them to understand and appreciate the diversity
of the world around them.

Book recommendations

Here are a few of my favorite Latinx picture books for elementary
classrooms:

= The Proudest Blue: A Story of Hijab and Family by Ibtihaj Muhammad
and S. K. Al

= Dreamers by Yuyi Morales

= My Papi Has a Motorcycle by Isabel Quintero

= The Night of Las Posadas by Tomie dePaola

= [slandborn by Junot Diaz



Here are a few of my favorite Latinx chapter books for elementary
classrooms:

= Esperanza Rising by Pam Mufoz Ryan

= The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Pérez

= Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin
Alire Sadenz

= The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie

= Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson

Lesson plans

Here are a few lesson plans for using Latinx literature in elementary
classrooms:

= Using Latino Children's Literature to Promote Cultural Awareness in
the Classroom

= Using Children's Literature to Teach About Immigration

= Teaching Diversity Through Children's Books
Additional resources
Here are a few additional resources that you may find helpful:

= REFORMA: The National Association to Promote Library & Information
Services to Latinos and the Spanish-Speaking

= The Latinx Kid Lit Book Club



= The Brown Bookshelf
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A stack of Latinx children's books.
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Like An Eagle Alta Mabin: A Literary Journey
Through the Eyes of a Native American Woman

Like An Eagle Alta Mabin is a powerful and moving novel that tells the
story of a young Native American woman's coming-of-age in the early
20th century. Set against the...

One in the Way of Dan: A Complex and
Nuanced Novel

Dan is a successful businessman with a beautiful wife and two lovely
children. He has everything he could ever want, but he's not happy. He
feels like there's...
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