
Incredible Hulk 1962 - 1999: An Extraordinary
Exploration of 104 Issues
: The Birth of a Superhero

The Incredible Hulk, a legendary comic book character created by Stan Lee
and Jack Kirby, made its grand debut in Marvel Comics' The Incredible
Hulk #1 in May 1962. The character's unique origin story and iconic green-
skinned appearance propelled him to instant popularity, capturing the
imaginations of readers worldwide.

This article delves into the rich history of The Incredible Hulk, spanning
over 104 issues published between 1962 and 1999. We'll explore the
character's evolution, major storylines, and the creative team behind this
captivating comic book series.
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The Origin of the Hulk: Gamma Radiation and a Tragic Experiment

The Incredible Hulk's alter ego, Dr. Robert Bruce Banner, was introduced
as a brilliant nuclear physicist working on an experimental gamma bomb.
During a fateful test, Banner was exposed to a massive dose of gamma
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radiation that altered his DNA, transforming him into the monstrous Hulk
whenever he experienced intense emotions.

The Hulk's initial portrayal was that of a mindless, destructive force, but
over time, his character developed into a complex and tragic figure. He
became a symbol of the dangers of unchecked scientific experimentation
and the inner conflict between Banner's intellect and the Hulk's primal
instincts.

The Silver Age of Comics: Defining the Hulk's Legacy

The Incredible Hulk's early issues, published during the Silver Age of
Comics, laid the foundation for the character's enduring popularity. These
issues introduced key elements that became synonymous with the Hulk,
such as his catchphrase "Hulk smash!" and his relentless pursuit of Betty
Ross, the daughter of his nemesis, General Thaddeus "Thunderbolt" Ross.

The Silver Age also saw the debut of several iconic Hulk villains, including
the Abomination, the Leader, and the Rhino. These villains challenged the
Hulk's physical and mental limits, pushing the character to his breaking
point.

The Bronze Age of Comics: Exploration of Complex Themes

As the Silver Age transitioned into the Bronze Age of Comics, The
Incredible Hulk series underwent a shift in tone and storytelling. The Hulk
became more introspective, grappling with the ethical implications of his
destructive nature and his desire to be accepted.



Issues during this period explored themes of alienation, morality, and the
search for redemption. The Hulk's relationship with Banner became
increasingly complex, as the two struggled to coexist and find a balance
between their opposing identities.

Kevin Simpson's Artistic Vision

Kevin Simpson, an acclaimed comic book artist, made a significant
contribution to The Incredible Hulk series during the Bronze Age. His
dynamic and expressive artwork captured the raw emotion and intensity of
the character, bringing a new level of depth and realism to the pages.

Simpson's iconic cover art for The Incredible Hulk #181, featuring the Hulk
bursting through the cover, became one of the most recognizable images in
comics. His powerful linework and skillful use of color brought the Hulk's
rage and vulnerability to life.

Major Storylines and Memorable Moments

1. Hulk Smash! (Issues #1-6): The Hulk's introductory storyline,
showcasing his immense strength and destructive capabilities.

2. The Leader (Issues #6-16): The Hulk faces off against his arch-
nemesis, the brilliant but evil Leader, who uses science to challenge
the Hulk's mind and body.

3. The Abomination (Issues #27-34): The Hulk encounters another
monstrous foe, the Abomination, created by a jealous scientist.

4. The Crossroads (Issues #140-141): A pivotal moment where the Hulk
must choose between his destructive nature and his desire for
redemption.



5. The Death of Betty Ross (Issues #181-183): A tragic event that
haunts the Hulk and forces him to confront his inner demons.

6. Return to the Crossroads (Issues #340-345): The Hulk revisits the
crossroads of his past, facing a choice that will define his future.

: A Legacy of Strength and Complexity

The Incredible Hulk comic book series, spanning over 104 issues between
1962 and 1999, has left an indelible mark on the world of comics. The
character's unique origin, compelling storylines, and iconic artwork have
resonated with generations of readers.

The Hulk's journey has been one of constant struggle and transformation.
He has been both a symbol of destructive power and a beacon of hope for
those who feel alienated and misunderstood. The Incredible Hulk remains
an enduring testament to the power of storytelling and the enduring appeal
of a character who embodies both the best and worst of human nature.
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Like An Eagle Alta Mabin: A Literary Journey
Through the Eyes of a Native American Woman
Like An Eagle Alta Mabin is a powerful and moving novel that tells the
story of a young Native American woman's coming-of-age in the early
20th century. Set against the...

One in the Way of Dan: A Complex and
Nuanced Novel
Dan is a successful businessman with a beautiful wife and two lovely
children. He has everything he could ever want, but he's not happy. He
feels like there's...
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