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Street Stories NYC is a groundbreaking storytelling project that takes us
behind the walls of Riker’s Island, one of the largest and most notorious
jails in the world. Through the powerful narratives of formerly incarcerated
individuals, this project humanizes the realities of mass incarceration,
shedding light on the resilience and challenges faced by those navigating
the criminal justice system.

The Power of Storytelling

Street Stories NYC emphasizes the power of storytelling as a tool for social
change. By listening to the firsthand accounts of those who have been
directly impacted by mass incarceration, we gain a deeper understanding
of the complexities of the system and the human toll it takes. Through
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personal narratives, the project challenges stereotypes and confronts the
systemic inequalities that perpetuate mass incarceration.

Meet the Storytellers

The heart of Street Stories NYC lies in the stories of the formerly
incarcerated individuals who share their experiences with candor and
vulnerability. These storytellers come from diverse backgrounds, with
unique perspectives on the criminal justice system. They share their
journeys of redemption, resilience, and the challenges they have faced
upon reentering society.

One such storyteller is Luis, who spent over a decade on Riker's Island for
a nonviolent drug offense. After his release, he dedicated his life to
advocating for criminal justice reform and helping others who have been
incarcerated. His story is a powerful testament to the transformative power
of second chances.

Community Engagement

Street Stories NYC goes beyond storytelling to foster community
engagement and dialogue. Through workshops, public events, and online
discussions, the project creates a space for dialogue and understanding
between formerly incarcerated individuals and the wider community. These
initiatives promote empathy, reduce stigma, and contribute to a more just
and equitable society.

A key aspect of community engagement is the Street Stories NYC Youth
Council. Comprised of young people from neighborhoods
disproportionately impacted by mass incarceration, the council collaborates
on storytelling initiatives and advocates for youth justice reform.



Impact and Legacy

Street Stories NYC has garnered widespread recognition for its impactful
storytelling and its contribution to social justice. The project has been
featured in numerous media outlets, including The New York Times, The
Guardian, and NPR. It has also received awards from organizations such
as the New York State Bar Association and the National Council on Crime
& Delinquency.

The legacy of Street Stories NYC lies in its ability to humanize the faces
behind the statistics of mass incarceration. By amplifying the voices of the
formerly incarcerated, the project creates a ripple effect that challenges the
status quo and advocates for a more just and equitable criminal justice
system.

Street Stories NYC is an immersive and thought-provoking journey into the
heart of Riker's Island. Through powerful narratives, captivating visuals,
and community engagement, this project brings to light the resilience and
challenges faced by those navigating the criminal justice system. It is a
testament to the power of storytelling, the importance of community
dialogue, and the urgent need for criminal justice reform.

By listening to the stories of the formerly incarcerated, we gain a deeper
understanding of the complexities of mass incarceration and the human toll
it takes. Street Stories NYC empowers us to challenge stereotypes,
confront systemic inequalities, and work towards a society where justice
prevails for all.
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story of a young Native American woman's coming-of-age in the early
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