
The Fate of Princes: A Historical Tragedy in
Four Acts
The Fate of Princes is a historical tragedy in four acts by English playwright
Thomas Otway. It was first performed in 1689 and is based on the story of
Charles I of England. The play explores the themes of loyalty, betrayal, and
the nature of kingship.
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Plot

The play opens in the aftermath of the English Civil War. Charles I has
been captured by the Parliamentarians and is imprisoned in the Tower of
London. His loyalists, led by the Earl of Ormond, plot to rescue him, but
their plans are betrayed by the Earl of Pembroke. Charles is executed, and
the Parliamentarians establish a republic.
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The second act takes place several years later. The republic is in disarray,
and the people are longing for a return of the monarchy. Charles II, the son
of Charles I, invades England with an army of Scots. He is defeated by the
Parliamentarians, but he manages to escape to France.

The third act takes place in France. Charles II is living in exile, plotting to
regain the English throne. He is joined by the Earl of Rochester, a former
Parliamentarian who has become disillusioned with the republic. Together,
they plan an invasion of England.

The fourth act takes place in England. Charles II and his army have landed
in England and are marching on London. The Parliamentarians are
defeated, and Charles II is crowned king.

Characters

Charles I: The King of England. He is a weak and indecisive ruler who
is unable to control his court or his kingdom.

Queen Henrietta Maria: The wife of Charles I. She is a strong-willed
and ambitious woman who is determined to see her husband crowned
king.

The Earl of Strafford: The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. He is a loyal
supporter of Charles I who is executed by the Parliamentarians.

The Earl of Pembroke: A member of Charles I's court who betrays
him to the Parliamentarians.

The Earl of Ormond: A loyal supporter of Charles I who leads the plot
to rescue him from the Tower of London.



Charles II: The son of Charles I. He is a young and ambitious man
who is determined to regain the English throne.

The Earl of Rochester: A former Parliamentarian who becomes
disillusioned with the republic and joins Charles II in his plot to invade
England.

Themes

The Fate of Princes explores a number of themes, including:

Loyalty and betrayal: The play shows how loyalty and betrayal can
be powerful forces in shaping the course of history.

The nature of kingship: The play explores the nature of kingship and
the responsibilities of a king.

The consequences of civil war: The play shows the devastating
consequences of civil war and the importance of reconciliation.

Performances

The Fate of Princes was first performed at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane,
in 1689. The play was a critical and commercial success, and it was
performed regularly throughout the 18th century. The play was revived in
the 19th century, and it has been performed sporadically ever since.

Adaptations

The Fate of Princes has been adapted for film and television a number of
times. The most notable adaptation is the 1991 film King Ralph, starring
John Goodman as an American lounge singer who is crowned King of
England after the entire royal family is killed in a freak accident.



The Fate of Princes is a powerful and moving tragedy that explores the
timeless themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the nature of kingship. The play is
a valuable addition to the canon of English literature, and it continues to be
performed and studied today.
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