
The Selden Map: A Window into the Making of
a Global City, 1549 - 1689
In the tapestry of history, maps serve as invaluable chronicles, capturing
the essence of a bygone era and providing a glimpse into the vibrant
tapestry of human civilization. Among these cartographic masterpieces, the
Selden Map stands out as an exceptional artifact, offering a captivating
window into the evolution of London, one of the world's foremost
metropolises.

The Selden Map, named after its former owner, John Selden, is a
remarkable collection of eight individual maps meticulously drafted by the
renowned cartographer Ralph Agas. Spanning three decades, from 1549 to
1689, this cartographic masterpiece encapsulates a pivotal period in
London's history, a time when it emerged as a thriving global hub, its
influence extending far beyond its physical boundaries.
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A Journey Through Time: Exploring the Selden Map

Unveiling the Selden Map is akin to embarking on a captivating journey
through time, tracing the metamorphosis of London from a modest
medieval town to a bustling metropolis. Each map, a snapshot frozen in
time, captures the city's evolving landscape, showcasing the architectural
marvels, bustling markets, and intricate network of streets that defined its
urban fabric.

The earliest map, dated 1549, depicts a London nestled within sturdy
defensive walls, its skyline dominated by the towering spires of St. Paul's
Cathedral and Westminster Abbey. The city's medieval character is evident
in the narrow, winding streets and clustered buildings, a testament to its
long history.

As we progress through the subsequent maps, we witness the city's
gradual transformation. The walls, once a symbol of protection, are
gradually demolished, making way for sprawling suburbs and grand
residential developments. The skyline evolves, with the construction of
iconic landmarks such as the Globe Theatre and the Banqueting House.

The river Thames, a lifeline for the city, plays a prominent role in the maps.
We see the construction of bridges, the establishment of wharfs and
warehouses, and the bustling traffic of ships, all contributing to London's
burgeoning trade and commerce.

London as a Global Hub: The Selden Map as Witness

The Selden Map not only chronicles London's physical evolution but also
serves as a testament to its rise as a global city. As the British Empire



expanded its reach across the globe, London became the epicenter of
trade, finance, and cultural exchange.

The map reveals the presence of foreign merchants and ambassadors from
distant lands, their presence indicative of London's international
significance. The establishment of the East India Company and the Royal
Exchange, depicted in the later maps, further подчеркивает the city's
growing economic power and global connections.

The influx of people from diverse backgrounds also left its mark on the
city's cultural landscape. Theaters, printing presses, and universities
flourished, fostering an atmosphere of intellectual and artistic ferment. The
Selden Map captures this vibrant cultural scene, showcasing the theaters
and playhouses that entertained London's discerning audiences.

The Enduring Legacy of the Selden Map

The Selden Map, with its intricate details and historical significance, has far
outlived its original purpose as a navigational tool. It has become a
priceless artifact, a tangible link to London's rich past. Preserved in the
Bodleian Library at the University of Oxford, the map continues to captivate
scholars, historians, and anyone interested in the evolution of one of the
world's most iconic cities.

The Selden Map has been meticulously digitized, providing scholars and
the public with unparalleled access to its wealth of information. Interactive
online platforms allow users to zoom in on specific areas, explore hidden
details, and overlay the maps with modern-day satellite imagery, creating a
fascinating juxtaposition between past and present.



The Selden Map remains an enduring testament to the power of
cartography. It not only records the physical changes of a city but also
captures the essence of its social, economic, and cultural transformation.
As a valuable historical document, it continues to inspire and inform,
providing us with invaluable insights into the making of a global metropolis.

Additional Resources and Enrichment

For further exploration of the Selden Map and its historical context, we
recommend the following resources:

- British Library: https://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?
ref=Add_MS_25361 - Bodleian Library, University of Oxford:
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/home - Ralph Agas:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Agas - The Making of Global London,
1650-1750: https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-making-of-global-
london-16501750-9780191072404?cc=us&lang=en&
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Like An Eagle Alta Mabin: A Literary Journey
Through the Eyes of a Native American Woman
Like An Eagle Alta Mabin is a powerful and moving novel that tells the
story of a young Native American woman's coming-of-age in the early
20th century. Set against the...

One in the Way of Dan: A Complex and
Nuanced Novel
Dan is a successful businessman with a beautiful wife and two lovely
children. He has everything he could ever want, but he's not happy. He
feels like there's...
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